
REVIEW QUESTIONS 
 
 





Sampling? 

They obtained three independent measures of IQ 

Similarity in the IQ of MZA twins 



Do environmental similarities in rearing environments explain MZA IQ 
similarity? 



Has pre- and Post-reunion contact contributed to MZA twin similarity in IQ? 



The Bouchard reading claims that “70% of variation in IQ is due to genetic variation,” 
but what about the other 30%? I wanted to assume the rest of the variation would be 
due to the environment, but the reading suggested, “although parents may be able to 
affect their child’s rate of skill acquisition, they may have relatively little influence on 
ultimate level attained.” Maybe more testing could be done to find where the rest of 
the variation in IQ is from, since it isn’t due to environmental factors 





Why are MZA twins so similar??? 



What’s the take home message of this study? 

You will be you!!! It doesn’t matter if you were raised by 
your parents, your grandparents or adoptive parents. 
 
Your “genes” make you be where you are. In other words 
you’ll find your congenital environment. Social selection 
hypothesis? 
 
Natural selection maintains genetic diversity for 
differences in personality/behavior! 

This quote from the Bouchard twins study paper "the effects of being reared 
in the same home is negligible for many psychological traits" seems to 
somewhat contradict what we learned in class. In class didn't we learn that 
traits are generally a combination of nature and nurture? This quote suggests 
that the effects of nurture is relatively negligible. Could you please clarify? 
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Dr. Ebstein mentions in the third to last paragraph before 
the Methods section that "one sequence variant for the 7- 
or 4-repeat allele could be responsible for the effect of one 
or both of these alleles..." Could a base shift in the allele 
really impact the expression of Novelty seeking? 

 I think this study could be improved on by looking 
at other receptor genes and how their differing 
repeats affect personality traits, such as harm 
avoidance, reward dependence, and persistence. 


